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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 7 November 2007                                     Number: 4516                               Release: Now
Mixed messages from October bus and coach data
· Annual volume of large buses may have stabilised after drop of a quarter to 2,300 units.
· Annual trend in large coach registrations still lively and at a seven year high.
· Heavier mini-buses and midi-buses still on a strong, four-year growth trend.
“The year’s mixed fortunes for bus and coach registrations continued into October’s data”, said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. “Big bus registrations have stabilised a little while big coaches have done markedly better since the regulatory distortions of 2006/07 cleared:   The rolling year volume is now at a seven year high of 1,039 units.   At the lighter end of the bus sector, both the heaviest mini- and midi-buses continue on four year growth trends.   This is in direct contrast to light mini-buses where numbers have dropped by a half, to 4,000 units, since 2003.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to October 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
October 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	October
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	RYT
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	872
	13.0%
	10,311
	1.0%
	11,835
	- 2.4%

	Buses above 8.5t
	197
	- 21.2%
	2,005
	- 22.4%
	2,326
	- 25.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	229
	- 19.6%
	3,313
	- 20.3%
	3,969
	- 21.8%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	194
	0.0%
	3,773
	52.4%
	4,231
	50.2%

	8.5 – 16t
	75
	- 46.8%
	933
	 - 16.0%
	1,068
	- 17.4%

	16t +
	63
	21.2%
	638
	- 9.1%
	732
	- 15.3%

	Single-deck buses total
	721
	7.3%
	8,817
	4.4%
	10,160
	1.1%

	16t + double-deck buses
	59
	3.5%
	434
	- 43.8%
	526
	- 45.0%

	All buses
	780
	7.0%
	9,251
	0.4%
	10,686
	- 2.9%

	All coaches
	92
	114.0%
	1,060
	6.5%
	1,149
	1.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	8
	0.0%
	98
	- 29.5%
	110
	- 34.9%

	Coaches 16t+
	84
	140.0%
	962
	12.4%
	1,039
	8.2%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date
RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
[image: image2.wmf]Minibuses to 3.5t gvw & 3.5 to 5t

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

D

0

2

M

J

S

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6

M

J

S

D

0

7

=<3.5t

3.501 to  5t


[image: image3.wmf]Buses 8.5t+ gvw
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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